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• DBE Program Requirements Review

– Program Key Elements
• Program Document

• Goal Setting Methodology (and Achievement)

• Monitoring and Oversight

• Semi-Annual Reporting

• SBE (Requirement of DBE Program)

– Definition

– Program Components

Presentation Overview
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Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
(DBE)
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• A federally mandated program

• Applies to entities receiving USDOT 
funds either as a recipient or a sub-
recipient (FAA, FHWA, FTA)

• Must have at least $250,000* in 
contracting opportunities in a fiscal 
year. Bus vehicle purchases are 
excluded.

* Bus purchases are excluded because 
bus manufacturers must meet DBE 
requirements through as a TVM directly 
with FTA.

What is the DBE Program?
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DBE Program: Four Key Elements
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How Agencies Meet DBE Goals

• Race-Conscious Goal Achievement

• Race-Neutral Goal Achievement
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Race-Conscious Goal Achievement

• A measure or program that is focused 

specifically on assisting only DBEs

• DBE contract goals are set to achieve overall 

agency goal 

How Agencies Meet DBE Goals … cont’d



11/28/2017 8

Race-Neutral Goal Achievement

• Measure or program that is, or can be, used to 
assist all small businesses

• No DBE contract goals but Small Business Enterprise 
(SBE) contract goals are acceptable 

How Agencies Meet DBE Goals … cont’d



11/28/2017 9

• Federal Rule Change in DBE Program

- Updated Sections as of Calendar Year 2011

• 9th Circuit Court of Appeals “Western 
States” Ruling

Why Establish an SBE Program?
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States in 9th Circuit
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• Small Business that is Race and Gender 
Neutral

• Based on business size
– e.g.:The Small Business Administration (SBA), for most 

industries, defines a "small business" either in terms of 
the average number of employees over the past 12 
months, or average annual receipts over the past three 
years.

What is an SBE?
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Business Outreach is Important



Aida B. Douglas

Regulatory Compliance and 
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Questions?


